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THE u/e/}THe$-
Official forecasts for to-day Indicate that It

will be cloudy and cooler.

There is nothing1 quite so refreshing
as Mr. Huntington's interviews on the
sordid greed of the people.
General Weyler Is showing qualities

which will sooner or later make him
the logical partner of Mr. Keely in the
motor business.

As we understand Mr. Tillman, he
proposes to lay in a fresh supply of
brimstone and pitchforks and start a
"little party of his own.

The wise bicycle virgin not' only
^.eeps her bicycle lamp well filled and
trimmed, but she carries a bell and re¬

frains from scorching.
Mr. Hanna's advance agent of pros¬

perity carefully refrains from talking
on the one question through which
prosperity must come.

From the tone of Mr. Brice's remarks
the public is led to infer that he has
the price of the salvation of the Ohio
Democracy in his inside pocket.

It would seem that the last batch of
Chicago census takers were not thor¬
oughly imbued with the circulation edi¬
tor idea. At least not enough to come

up to the Chicago expectation.

By voting to allow themselves an¬

nual compensation for clerk hire the
Congressmen have virtually added
$1,200 a year to their salaries. A sal¬
ary grab under the guise of clerk hire
is every bit as obnoxious as a salary
grab in the open.

The Cleveland Leader, the personal
organ of Candidate McKinley, declares
that "the sharks of Wall Street are

equally as dangerous as are the cranks
aitd sil\ _r mine owners of the far
"West." It will be observed that every
portion of the McKinley machine is
thoroughly imbued with the straddle
Idea.

Mark Hanna denies that he will dic¬
tate the nomination of a Vice-Presi¬
dential candidate, but asserts that he
will leave that work to the St. Louis
Convention. Mr. Hanna is perfectly
'atisf-sd with being able to own and
control a President, and it is quite
generous in him to permit the Repub¬
lican party to nominate the second
man on the ticket.

THE FALLIBILITY OF JUDGES.
The law of the land, being both writ¬

ten and unwritten, cannot be applied
in all cases by trial judges unerringly.
A famous lawyer once said with great
truyi that no man who did not know
¦what the statute law was in any given
case should be criticised, but that
every lawyer should know what the
common law of the land is. Yet this
common law is what is known as the
unwritten law, and can only be learned
by a study of decisions and great
writers. Notwithstanding this there
Is no Judge on the bench to-day who",
while he may be proficient in the law,
has not yet misapplied the principles
lo the facts in some given case, and

erever this is done it is the prov¬
ince of the appellate coufts t/) re¬

verse the trial judge whenever such a

case is presented to them. Consider¬
ing the great amount of litigation in
the Empire State, the vast amount of

property rights as well as personal
liberty rights involved, the decisions
of our State courts rank high in all
countries where law IS an institution.
The number of cases that are taken
on appeal form a small proportion of
the cases that are tried, and those that
are reversed bear but a small ratio to
those that are affirmed.
This clearly emphasizes the just con¬

fidence that our citizens have in the in¬
telligence and integrity of our trial
Judges, Should this confidence be
shaken the amount of litigation- will
increase with the attendant expense
and injury to litigants, for in that
event every case tried Which can be
takeh to a higher court will be ap¬
pealed.
While the press has heretofore never

picked out any particular judge's de¬
cisions which have been reversed, and
held such facts out to the public as an

'dence of his incapacity, yet to-day
'^ns of two judges who came

"''al wave of 1894 have
and contempt,

* *.?. can be

the appellate courts who has sat In a

trial court before his elevation who has
not been reversed.

If we take the case of the trial judge
just now under severe public criticism
on account of being twice reversed by
the Court of Appeals, we must, if we

condemn him, also condemn the Appel¬
late Division of the Supreme Court
that approved of his judgment before
it reached the Court of Appeals. More
especially should the intermediary
court receive its share of the blame, as

it has ample time to pass upon the
questions which the trial judge is
bound to pass upon instanter.
Facts do not warrant the persistent

ridiculing of the Judiciary such as is
just now current. It is a menace to the
cause of justice, creates discontent, and
reacts upon the community that per¬
mits it.

THE FRIENDSHIP OF EUROPE.
i he London Globe, which is general¬

ly credited with voicing the views of
the Conservative party in Great Brit¬
ain, expressed yesterday the wish that

.Spain would refuse to accede to the
demands of the United States for a re¬

trial of the American sailors on the
Competitor. Furthermore, the Globe
assured its readers that in the event of
war between Spain and the United
States, the sympathy of Europe.in¬
cluding Great Britain.would be hearti-

i'y with the Spaniards.
This is a monstrous, an incredible as-

ertion. Grant that the colonizing
raze among European nations may
-ad them to look askance upon a war

he inevitable issue of which would be
tie loss to Spain of her richest colony,,
et even so, the questions of right and
f ethics involved could not fail of ef-
sct on the opinion of Europe. Should
ar prove inevitable it would be in no

mse a war of conquest on the part of

le United States. The desire among
le people in this country for the an-

sxation of Cuba is as inconsiderable
5 the wish to see Cuba free, independ-
lt and self-governing is universal.
Would Europe beblind to the fact
at Spain's whole record as mistress
Cuba is one of bloody oppression,

erciless extortion and execrable ra-

ne? Are Spain's nearest neighbors
norant of her character, her ineffable
?otry, her penury, her ignorance, her
tal lack of the qualities which go to
ike a nation great, and which at
ce stimulate and encourage the ef-
.ts of the colony to imitate and per-
ps eclipse the mother country? Un-
" Spanish rule Cuba has lagged in
i procession of peoples. Neighbor-
: States, enjoying the right of self-

fernment, have grown great and
isperous, inviting foreign capital and

racting foreign immigration. Who
nks of emigrating to Cuba? The lot
that unhappy island Is that of a

d in possession of a thriftless
mer who year by year takes from it
it will bear, nor returns anything
restore its fertility and recuperate
powers.
he wisdom of the Spanish Ministry
ardering deferred the execution of
Americans until their rights under
treaty can be more thoroughly con-

red has put war, which two days
seemed very near, far away again,
it has only postponed, not settled
issue, for the exceptions of the
ted States were not only to the

unal, but to the sentences imposed
hese men. We did not sentence to

death the British blockade runners in
the days of our own rebellion. We will
not now permit the slaughter of Amer¬
icans who were engaged in a trading
expedition which under the laws of na¬

tions was not unlawful.
Should the conflict ensue it is scarce¬

ly credible that the Globe's prophecy
of universal enmity to the United
States will be fulfilled. The only na¬

tion which might be expected to sym¬
pathize with Spanish methods of colo¬
nial government is Turkey.

A BRITISH FAILURE.
Perhaps it should be a source of sat¬

isfaction to us to know that England,
so successful in doubling her navy,
cannot double her dictionary. It may
be said that she is a nation of deeds,
not words, and that even in the task
of giving an account of the words she
uses, and upon which she has a sort
of proprietary claim, she has to look
to Brander Matthews. If civilization
is, at its present stage, tq be measured
by dictionaries no less than by breech¬
loaders, then we possess the heaviest
metal. It is almost allowable to say
that we on this side of the Atlantic
have just passed through an area of
lexicographical high pressure. Our nat¬

ural resources in definitions have been

gloriously vindicated. We have proved
our ability to conquer a continent with
one hand and pile up the King's Eng¬
lish with the other. That England
should have had her pride touched by
our etymological Waterloos, and should
make a desperate effort to set aside
some portion of her energy (given al¬
most wholly to building ironclads) to

the building of an Englh h dictionary,
is not strange. But after fl.'teen years
of prodigious work it is not t x> much
to say that she has bitten on more

than she can chew. Dr. Murray .^nd
the i larendon Press announce th t
their projected Great English Dictio

will have to take breath and w

"nd this, too, after a spec
*** Museum had fc

^ur prac

r

water than taking breath, and there
is only one plain way out of the diffi¬
culty: let some American publisher
take the Job off her hands before the
protectionists begin to turn things up¬
side down. Dictionaries are a side is¬
sue with us.

^
POET AND CITIZEN.

It was perhaps not the least service
done the world by H. C. Bunner that
he added by his life evidence in contra¬
vention of the theory that the schol¬
arly, artistic, literary life necessarily
involves indifference to the political is¬
sues of the day and neglect of the
duties of citizenship. - Like James
Russell Lowell, he could turn to the
service of the State the pen which with
such dainty facility described the play¬
ful fancies of the humorist, or set down
the harmoplous Imaginings of the
poet. Like George William Curtis, he
could write for the entertainment of
the boudoir, or for the guidance of a

national political convention. The In¬
fluence he exerted upon his fellows was
wise and always salutary. In the
American character humor forms so

great a component part that Ameri¬
cans always may be best appealed to
with a laugh. Lowell showed recog¬
nition of this when, with the homely
humor of Hosea Biglow, he attacked
the great devil of slavery, or put John
P. Robinson to rout with a laughing
lilt.
The genius of Keppler, attacking po¬

litical questions and politicians with
the most deadly controversial weapon,
the caricature, overshadowed perhaps
somewhat Bunner's part in making
Puck what it always was during his
editorship of it, a journal with a sin¬
cere purpose other than fun making.
But the cogency and rhetorical force
with which the editor seconded the
caricaturist added greatly to the effect¬
iveness of the assault.
Mr. Bunner was as good a citizen as

he was a poet. In either character he
was a man the community could ill
afford to lose.

PATENT OFFICE CHARGES .

A correspondent writes the Journal
asking that sundry reforms in the ad¬
ministration of the Patent Office, in¬
cluding reduction of the fee for investi¬
gating and registering an invention, be
urged. So far as the question of the
fee is concerned the better* way would
be to abolish it altogether, and substi¬
tute a tax on the annual value to its
possessor of the device patented. This
is the logical plan and would produce
a heavy revenue.

A patent is in effect an artificial mo¬

nopoly created by law. The fortunate
possessor of a monopoly should pay the
people a reasonable share of the profits
which their laws and their administra¬
tion of the laws have made possible.
The inventor is entitled to protection in
the possession and use of his invention
indeed, but for this protection he
should pay adequately. As it is, he
taxes the people first by extorting mo¬

nopoly prices for the device so long as

his monopoly is complete, and taxes
them again to maintain the Patent Of¬
fice and courts of law to enforce its
rulings.
It is matter of common notoriety that

inventions only rarely enrich the actual

| inventor. The lazy boy who invented
the first safety valve that he might
shirk his duty of watching the indi¬
cator of a primitive engine only lost
his job. S. F. B. Morse did not acquire
enormous wealth by his Invention of
the telegraph. Eli Whi,tney enriched
cotton planters and factors, but not
himself. In most cases the invention
passes into the hands of shrewd busi¬
ness men, who reap its profits. The
sentimental plea that a tax on patent
rights would be a tax on inventive
genius is without force.
Patents are an important factor in

the formation of trusts. If the law is,
as it seems, inadequate to suppress
trusts, there would be a certain conso¬

lation in the fact that the Government
at least profited somewhat by their op¬
erations.

There is nothing left of the Harrison
Indiana trocha except the holes through
which the McKinley troops marched.

Tom Reed continues to frown upon
that Vice-Presidential suggestion with
all of the vigor of a man who would be
thankful for the small favor the St.
Louis Convention has to bestow.

Governor Matthews ought to under¬
stand that the Chicago nomination can¬
not be captured by a financial "wob¬
bler" of the McKinley school. Who-
ever may be nominated by the Democ¬
racy, the people will know his exact
position on the main issue.

Senor Canovas has stated in pretty
plain language that as long as he is
at the helm of Spanish affairs no con¬

cessions of reforms shall be granted to
Cuba until the rebels shall have sub¬
mitted. Thus does this misguided and
short-sighted statesman seal his own

doom. Immediate concession of all the
reforms necessary in Cuba might pos¬
sibly have so mollified the serious
minded patriots who are fighting for
the independence of Cuba as to have
made peace possible, but the attitude
of Senor Canovas makes it evident
that peace can now only be secured
by the absolute independence of Cuba.
For/the patriots to throw down their
arms on the promise of reforms to
come would be worse than useless,
^nly by fighting can they force from

\in such promises. Only by fighting
lhey give their loved and beautiful

that relief which Spain promises
->nd neglects to grant In se-

AMUSEMENTS TO-NIGHT.

ABBEY'S ... ... King Arthur
ACADEMY OF MUSIC) . ... Trilby
BROADWAY El Capital!

BIJOU. The Widow ./ones
BOWERY Variety

CASINO Tbe Lady Slavey
COLUMBUS .... The Law ol tile 1.and
DORIS'S Continuous Vaudeville
EDK.\ MUSEE . . . Wax Works and Concerts

EMPIRE Too Much Johnson
E1GUTU AVENUE Variety
FOURTEENTH STREET, Sunshine of Paradise Aiiev

G-ARDRN Hi* Absent Boy
GRAND OPERA HOUSE . Lucia and CavalierU
GAKHICK .... Thoroughbred
llARLEM OPERA .... Marguerite
HERALD SQUARE The Heart of MarvianS
IMPERIAL MUSIC HALL Vaudevill?
KEITH'S . Continuous Vaudevilltj
KOSTER .t BtAL'S Chevalier and Variety
METROPOLITAN OPERA HOUSE Concerts
OLYMPIA MUSIC HALL Fregoli and Variety
PALM UK'S .... Herrmann
PROCTOR'S THEATRE . . Vaudeville
PROCTOR'S PALACE .... Vaudevills
STANI)ARI> . Ohlmmie I'udden
TON Y PASTOR'S . . . Continuous Vaudeville
TROOADLRO . . . Vaudevills

"The Sunshine of
Paradise Alley."

Denrnan Thompson and George W. .Ryer
shed what they called a number of "pict¬
ures of New York life" at the Fourteenth
Street Theatre last night, and called thorn
.iThe Sunshine of Paradise Alley," pre¬
sumably because there Is a song of that
name that has achieved a ghastly popular¬
ity. It was an easy thing to do. Messrs.
Thompson and Ryer Introduced us to a
heroine whom they called Sunshine, and
they laid two of the scenes of their "pict¬
ures" In Paradise alley. Nothing could
possibly be simpler. If It could, I frankly
confess that I don't want to see it.
The first picture was a view of an

East River dock, showing, of course, the
Brooklyn Bridge, in order that it might
be prettily lighted up by the deft elec¬
trician, J. Carl Mayerhofer, who was re¬

sponsible for those silent pictures that
we saw at the Star Theatre a few seasons

ago. Upon the dock appeared a number
of fanciful slum characters of the style
made popular in the Harrigan plays, and
iu "Chimmle Fadden." There were a

couple of "dock rats," an Impossible po¬
liceman, Stuttering Joe, Shorty Bob, a

"newspaper man," and of course the beau¬
tiful Sunshine, who wore a clean pink frock
and affected the centre of the stage.
Messrs. Thompson and Ryer made no

effort to do anything with these people
They turned them on, and then turned
them off again. They talked, and when they
got tired of talking they sang. They solo'd
and they chorused, apropos of nothing at
all. As a picture of life In New York this
dock scene was of course absurd; as a

variety entertainment it was more excusa¬

ble, but decidedly tame. When it was time
to ring down the curtain Sunshine and
another lydy rushed on the stage and be¬
gan to shriek. I puzzled my brains to find
out why they shrieked, but could discover
no reason. Apparently, however, one of
them fell In the water, for a handful ol

something white was thrown up In a real¬
istic endeavor to picture a splash. And
less apparently the other jumped in after
and rescued her. At any rate the curtain
came down at that point. That I'll swear

to. As far as the fall of the curtain was

concerned there was absolutely no decep¬
tion, ladles and gentlemen.
The second picture showed us W ldow Mo-

Nally's apartments in Paradise Alley. Af-
ter It was over. Mr. Mayerhofer In the lobby
opined that It was rather quiet. It was. It

was several other adjectives also, the most

conspicuous among them being maudlin
The "sympathy of the audience (it oozed
from the pores of the skin, for the theatre
was like a ^ meaD9

of two tiny children, who rushed in crying
because popper had been arrested, and had
beaten mommer. The good W idow Mc-
Nally gave them each a piece of Paradise
Alley cake, and put them to bed on the sofa.
Then they got up and said their prayers,
and what Mr. Gus Thomas calls a "quiet
curtain" put them out of their misery.
Before the curtain did Its quiet "turn,^however, there was a snowstorm. I don't

know why. In the preceding scene the
weather was so warm that there was a red
skv and everybody was dancing and sing¬
ing on the dock. Mr. Mayerhofer, however
like Vincent Crummies and his pump, had
that snowstorm on his hands, and he had to
work it in by hook or by crook. It really
was very effective.quite an improvement
on the bits of paper that used to fall in our

cheap melodramas. There was no paper
about this one at all. It was absolutely elec¬
tric, and it made a hit with slow music
to it.
The third picture gave us Paradise Alley

in all Its glory, with the persistent Sun¬
shine still In evidence,, and Shorty Bob and
Stuttering Joe, and Pat Mara and Mrs
John James O'Grady, and all the rest of
them The fourth picture was the piece
de resistance, for It was an Autumn scene

In Bronx Park, with largo clots of Mayer-
hofer's art in ruddy evidence. The char¬
acters In the pictures continued to do
nothing at all with considerable effect, but
types must always be handicapped when
electrical effects and specialties are un¬

sparingly used.
R J. Jose sang in his usual sympathetic

way. He Indulged in a pretty little thing
called "Alone," all about loved ones who
watched, and expected, and waited, as

loved ones have a happy knack of doing
In cheap ditties. Then a dreadful person
called John Walsh sang "Irish songs ' in
the conventional way, and seemed to think
that his efforts were quite praiseworthy.
John P Hogan and Lottie Faust danced
and the Verdi Ladles' Quartet Indulged
In a little "music." In the fourth picture
there was a double quartet of "mixed
voices".an expression that I like very
much.
Presumably, if the double quartet had

mixed voices, those of the single quartet
were unadulterated. I prefer my voices un¬

adulterated. Still, I should never have
known that they were in that condition had
it not been for the programme. What
should we do without our programmes? It
Is a question that I have often asked my¬
self and have never been able to answer.

If It had not been for my programme, I
could never have guessed what the to-do
at the Fourteenth Street Theatre was all
about, or what It was called.
H W Frlllman was in the cast, and as

soon as he appeared, a sleek usher shot
down the aisle and handed him a bouquet.
That was before Mr. Frlllman had done
Anvthlug at all. If the usher had waited, I
don't believe that Frlllman would have gdt
his bouquet. Miss Julie Rich was Sunshine,
.ind she is a somewhat comely young wo¬

man cut out for the role of a melodramatic
heroine. Miss Emily Stowe was also rather
acceptable as Mrs. John James O'Grady.
The others were all swamped by the elec¬
trical effects. They were, in fact, useless.
Pictures are surely nicer undramatized. I
would sooner put in ten minutes at an en¬

tertainment such as was ghen at the . tar

than ten hours in the effort to grasp the
meaning of "The Sunshine of P^adlseAlley." ALAN DALE.

An Awkward Question.
[Chicago Dispatch. 1

A London scientist has paid $5,000 for an egg
of the great auk. Couldn't he have driven a bet¬
ter bargain if he had patronized an auction?

Henry Ctmyler Buiiniinier Oea.dL
Henry Cuyler Bunner, poet, humorist,

editor, one of the few men in this world
whose hearts are full of Nature's sweetest
music, vhilc their brains have capacity for
the management of great enterprises, is
dead. He died at his home in Nutley, N.
J., yesterday, of consumption, from which
he has been suffering for several months.
Bunner's death is a loss that the world

of letters will feel. His humorous skits,
his gems of poetry and his inimitable short
stories, in which humor and pathos were
so delightfully blended, will be missed by
many thousands of readers of magazine^
and other publications. The great enter¬
prise that was built up as a result of his
genius and energy will live on, of course,
a lasting monument to his memory, but
Bunner will be remembered longer and
more dearly because of the sweet thoughts
and conceptions that his pen gave to his
fellow-men.
Few men have made more cordial friend¬

ships than this man of many parts, and
with him affections were lasting. All men
who met him liked him, and those who
knew him best loved him most.
Henry Cuyler Bunner was the son of

Rudolph Bunner, and was a lineal descend¬
ant of General Philip Schuyler, being also
connected with the* Duer, Tuckerman and
other well-known families. He was born
in Oswego, X. Y., August 3, 1855, and came
with his parents to this city when a mere
child. He attended the public schools and
was graduated from Dr. Callisen's private
Institution for the education of young men.

During his school days, however, young

Bunner spent more time In the library
of his uncle, Henry Tuckerman, where he
acquired his taste for literature, than
with his school books. His father wished
him to enter commercial life, and after
his graduation obtained employment for
him with a firm of importers. But the
lad fretted under the restraints of such
a position, and determined to make a name
for himself in literature. His employers,
who have taken much pride in his suc¬

cess, used to say that he spent more time
writing verses than in trying to learn
the business.
When young Bunner resigned his clerk¬

ship in 1873, he found employment on The
Sun as a reporter. After a few months
he was compelled to give up this position
because his eyes could not stand the
strain of night work. Then he became con¬
nected "w ith The Areadlan, and he /found
his employment there more congenial
than any he had had. It gave him an

opportunity to write about books and the
drama, and to Indulge his natural propen¬
sity for satire and humor. The Areadlan
had various ups and downs, and finally
went down to stay down at about the time,
that Puck began to publish an English
edition under the edltcfrship of Sydney
Bosenfeld, now well known as a play¬
wright.
Bunner was one of the first contributors

to the new weekly, and was finally made
its editor at a time when its future was

very uncertain. Indeed, it is a matter of
tradition that on more than one occasion
its proprietors became discouraged and
would have abandoned the enterprise al¬
together had it not been for the remon¬

strances of Bunner and one or two other
writers who believed in its future suc¬

cess. It was early in the eighties that Mr.
Bunner began to attract attention as a

writer of poems and short stories. Some
of his work was done In collaboration with
Mr. Brander Matthews, with whom he had
formed an intimacy which continued un¬

broken until the day of his death. ' The

Seven Conversations pf Dear Jones am

Baby Van Rensselaer," and "The Docu-
ments in the Case" are among the popu¬
lar short stories that resulted from this
partnership. At the same time verses

which were remarkable for their melody,
Imaginative qualities and exquisite work¬
manship, began to appear in the leading
magazines and in a very short time Mr.

Bunner's place as a poet was made suie.

"Love in Old Clothes," which was pub¬
lished in the Century Magazine at the very
beginning of his career, is a sketch that

may be said to fairly represent many of
the finer and most ordinal qualities of his

peculiar genius.
Mr. Bunner's first long story was I lie

Midge," written at the time of his mar¬

riage about teu years ago, ahd published bj
the Scrlbners. In this story the author'*
fondness for the quiet, old-fashioned parts
of New York, are strongly shown, while in
"Natural Selection," published afterward
In serlai form in Scribner's Magazine, he
defines with great delicacy and skill the
difference between several distinct types
of modern Now Yorkers. It is not easy
to say exactly what Mr. Bunner s sirouges
quality was, but there was a certain uot<

of humanity that runs through all his writ¬
ings, a sentiment of kindliness and good
will toward men which has the genuine
ring, because it came from his heart.
Moreover there was a sturdy Americanism
In him that found expression, for example
in his story of "Zadoc Tine" and in his
poem on "Decoration Day."
Two volumes of Mr. Butiner's poems,

under the title of "Airs from Arcady and
Elsewhere" and "Ilowen," were immensely
popula?, as were a series of sketches called
"Short Sixes."
Mr. Bunner's versatility was unusual.

He wrote a play in conjunction with Julian
Magnus, called "The Tower of Babel,"
which was produced in Philadelphia In
1S8S, and assisted W. J. Henderson in
writing a comic opera, "The Little Duke,"
which had a run of 100 nights at the
Casino. Of late years his chief work, In
addition to that as editor in chief of Puck,
had been done for the magazines, chiefly
Scribner's and Harper's. Mr. Bunner's
health began to fall about three years ago.
A trip to Europe gave him temporary re¬

lief, but he soon became worse than before.
Last January he went to California, where
he spent several weeks, but as he did not
improve he returned a few weeks ago to
his home in Nutley, N. J.
He leaves a widow, who was Miss Alice

Leonard, of New Loudon, Conn.; two
daughters, a young son and a brother, Ru¬
dolph Bunner, an artist of this city. Mr.
Bunner will be sincerely mourned in Nut-
ley, as well as in this city. He was very
generous, almost lavish, in fact, in his

gifts to those In need. He was a domestic
man In the truest sense, finding his chief
pleasures with his family In his charming
home. Mr. Bunner's last poem, written
March 21, to a young lady who had anony¬
mously sent him a bunch of California wild
poppies, was as follows:
O, gracious friend, I know not who you are,
But that you greet me in a sweeter tongue

Than lovers lisp in magic isles afar,
Or poets have sung.

For what more eloquent message could yon bring
Than that the writer's toil of fruitful hours

Has sent far Westward some good thought to
spring

To bloom in flowers?
Here is a specimen of Bunner's humor,

which is almost pathos in the present cir¬
cumstances, written in an autograph album
dedicated to Mr.' Adolph Schwarzmann:

I am Puck's imperial ed.,
Seal-brown curls adorn my head,
Seal-brown curls they might be called.
If they were not mainly bald.
I'm the sunshine of the place,
With my light and airy gra£fe,
And o'er all this house would go^
One great gust of grief and woe

If the jealous angels should
Snatch me to tfceir brotherhood.

In an autograph album of later date the
following was written for Mr. Schwarz-
mann by the deceased:
You encouraged me, this child of the tale¬

teller's brain,
So It's not very strange that it seeks you again,
To bear the best greetings Its father can find,
On behalf of the book to the book's kindest

friend.
This wag under date of October 31, 1895.

Other short selections from his writings are

as follows:
THE OLD FLAG.

The man that bore it with Death has lain
This twepty years and more.

He died that the work should not )>e vain
Of the men who bore It before.

The man that bears it Is bent and old,
And ragged his beard aud gray;

But look at his eye lire young and bold
At the tune that he hears them play.

HOME!
Home! At the word what blissful visions rise,
Lift as from earth and draw toward the skies!
'Mid mlrag'd towers or meretricious joys
Although we roam, one thought the mind em¬

ploys;
Or lowly hut. good friend, or loftiest dome,
J3:irth knows no spot so holy as our Home.

Mr. Bunner's longest aud most striking
humorous poem is "Home, Sweet Home,
With Variations." After giving the original
verses of John Howard Payne, Mr. Bunner
proceeded to write on the subject as Po^pe,
Goldsmith, Austin Dobson, Algernon
Charles Swinburne, Bret Harte and Walt
Whitman would have written it. The imi-

> tations of the manner of the different poets
are perfect in both style and technique and
the humor of the whole production is sim¬
ply Irresistible.
The funeral services will be held at the

residence to-morrow morning after the
arrival of the train which leaves Chambers
street at 9:52 o'clock and West Twenty-
third street at 9:40 o'clock. The Iiev. Dr.
Mulchabay, of Brooklyn, a former rector of

'

St. Paul's Church in New York, and a
warm personal friend of Mr. Bunner, will

L officiate. The body will be taken to New
i Loudon, Conn., for interment.

Some information
for the People.

Taxation of Personal Property.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Kindly Inform me what Is the lowest

amount of personal property that is taxed by thj
city government. JOHN KANE.
Practically about $1,000, though notice to ap«

pear before the authorities Is not gsnerally sent
out to citizens supposed to have less than $2,000.
Theoretically, about the only things not taxa«
ble are those exempt from levy and sule upon
execution.your father's tombstone, your bed, a

frying pan, etc.

Foreign Slilps nnil the ArnerleifBI
Flag.

Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Is there any law in the Unit^fl

States that compels foreign vessels to fly the
American flag while sailing in American waters,
or do foreign countries compel American ships
to fly the flag of the country they may happen to

be in? II. J. M.
Export, N. J., May 6.
There Is no law on our statute books compel¬

ling foreign vessels to fly our flag in our harbors,
thongh it is done as a matter of courtesy. W«
know of no conn-tries that compel American shipl
to fly foreign flags in foreign harbors.

About Marrying Again.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Can I marry again without first ob«

taining a divorce? I was married thirteen years
ago, but never lived with my wife one day. I
have never seen her, heard from her nor of her In
the last nine years. JAMES E.
New York, May 5.
If your wife has been absent for the last flvt

years successively without being known to yon
within that time to bo living, and is believed bj
you to be dead, you can legally marry without a

divorce.

Yes.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir.Will you kindly inform me throne

the columns of your valuable paper as to wheth(
a bicycle can he attached for dent? F. B.
New York, May 5.

11. Loses.
Editor Journal: , . , . _

Dear Sir.Please decide the following bef
through the columns of the Journal. A. betl
that under the Raines law a hotel keeper can
serve drinks to the guests of the hotel in theli
rooms either with or without meals on Sunday.
B. bets that the drinks can only be served ta
guests in their rooms, wltt netfj.
New York, May 7.

Imprisonment for Debt
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir: In your paper of April 8. is an atn

tiele entitled "A Debtor Released from
Prison to See His Dying Wife." I notice the
sentence "under the law of New York he was

attached for non-payment," etc.
Feeling very much interested in the question,

and unable at present to procure Information in
any other way, would you kindly let me know
whether, under the laws of the State of New
York a debtor can be imprisoned in case of non¬

payment of debt? Can ho be imprisoned on sim¬
ple evidence of such debt, or is it necesary to
procure a judgment against him?
C F SCHMIDT BARKER, of Godesberg oa
Rhine.
R. M. S, Mhjestic, April 12.
Imprisonment for simple debt no longer exists

in this State. The case you refer to was arrest)
and imprisonment where the action was brought
for fraud; and judgment was obtained, showing
the fraud was proved. In order to obtain an

order of arrest in action of fraud against the
accused, judgment must be obtained, a»nd then

application must be made to the court upon
very full and strong affidavits.

To Train n Boy.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir: I have a boy of seventeen years,

robust, healthy and big, whom I cannot control.
Can I have him put on the school ship for a few
years? Where can I obtain any Information
about requirements? MRS. M. F.
New York, May 5. .

Apply directly to Commodore Montgomery Sl»
card, Commandant of the Brooklyn Navy Yard.

Cider and the Raines Law,
Editor Journal: .

Dear Sir: Please let me know if I need a
license for the sale of cider.

JOHN A. FISCHER.
Rondout, May 7.
The Raines bill affects fermented and cialf

liquors, distilled or rectified spirits and wine.
Under the State laws you need no. license to sell
cider, though you may under local laws.

Lunatics and the Law.
Editor Journal:
Dear Sir: Please inform me through you*

columns as soon as convenient. First.Whether
a lunatic who escapes into another State can
be extradited, and if so what proceedings are
necessary; or can he be arrested on the strength
of his committment and returned unceremonious¬
ly? Under such circumstances does his resi¬
dence for any length of time or for how long, in
another State render his original commitment
Invalid? Second.If found In his own State,
can he be summarily returned, and if so what
is the time limit after his escape? C. C. H.
New York, May 5.
First (a), yes; (b), proof of facts in court bo«

fore whom the fugitive is taken and request
from the Governor of this State for his deliv«
ery by the Governor of State where fugitive 1*
apprehended; (c), no; but time does not rendej
commitment invalid. Second, yes; there is no

time limit.

Domestic Infelicities in the Courts,
Editor Journal: v

Dear Sir.Will yon kindly inform me whethel
a case can be reopened where a husband hat
been held in bonds to pay his wife a certain
sura weekly, which she finds insufficient to
maintain herself? Also whether a man can bo
sent to prison for desertion. __

A JOURNAL READER.
New York, May 5.
1. Yes, upon good grounds shown. 2. Yes, fof

abandonment without adequate support or fo*

neglect to provide according to his means.

Law and Leases.
Editor Journal:

_

Dear Sir.On May 1, 1805, I agreed to tak®
the lease of a building for one year at the rata
of $100 per month. The year passed along till
about April 15. 1S90, when I requested said
rent to be reduced or some arrangements made
whereby I could reduce said expenses, as I could
not afford to pay such rent another year; made
many objections, etc. I received a reply that
under no circumstonces could they help me

out, etc., and that they could only rent on same

conditions as before, and for a period of not
over one year; also wanted an answer at once,
sayingi "If you do not care to keep it for that
time, we must know at once." This was dated
April 24. I was very sick during this week,
and could not attend or give my immediate at¬
tention to the matter, but finally decided ta
vacate, or get another place if they refused
my propositions. However, on April 29, one o|
the owners came to me and wanted an answe)
to the letter above described. We talked busi/
ness matters over, and I said I could not do busk
ness In the street os long as they would do nothj
ing for me. I would have to do something, no]
saying that I would continue in his place, ol
not at the time, but under the circumstances, ba
ing too sick and weak to attend to the matten
asked him to wait till Saturday, Miy 2, when 1
would give him a decided answer one way oj
the other. This he agreed to do, parting as good
friends. Yet he now claims I told him I would
accept their terms for another year; that is all
he can claim. I can swear I never said such
a thing but can prove that by three of my help
he said he would wait till Saturday, May 2, fof
my answer. On Friday or Saturday, In the morn¬

ing, I leased another store and closed same. I
commenced moving in the meantime, and sent
the following typewritten answer to him:
"As you will not reduce the rental of lmild«

lng, I am forced to vacate the building at once,
or if you request, will stay this month of May
only." ,

On Monday, May 4, when I was nearly all
moved bo came up and threatened me that
he would compel me to pay for the rent of sild
building for the year, claiming all the above. I
t&d him what I thought of him, and the way
thev treated me so mean all year, etc., and de¬
nied I ever said what he claimed or assumed I
said or was to do, and told him to go ahead
and see if he could make ine do this. 1 had nol
seen or heard anv more from them. Yesterday
I returned the keys to him. He lives In Harlem.
By receipted letter to-day I have the return
registered receipt for parcel containing said key®
signed by him, as having received same. No\r
what would you advise me to do, or what posi¬
tion am I in". Can lie make me or hold me for
this vear's rent.$1,200- under circumstances as

long 'as he agreed to hold over the first of the
month for an answer? All that he bases his
claim on is that I was in there after May 1,
Or can he only make me pay for the month or
May. or can he do anything with me. An answer

or reply would greatly oblige, J. J- HALEY,
White Plains, May 5.
Boiled down, your case is this: 'Sou rented

building for year; at close of year you wished
a day or so to decide upon lease for anothet
year and was given by one of the owners tl!

May 2, on which day you notified owners yo.
had decided to vacate Immediately, proceeded t<

do so nnd gave up the keys. That ended f
relation of landlord and tenant without redr-

from/you, if your case is as you say. It loo.
as if you used due dlligeucc la uioviug.


